
On 28th December 2008, Rev. 

Tshililo Liphadzi visited Tshidzini 

village in Limpopo Province. His 

visit was at the invitation of one of 

the MMD students to introduce 

MMD to church leaders from 

various churches in the village 

such as Zionists, Pentecostals, 

mainline churches. 

MMD was warmly received by 

leaders as something they were 

waiting for a long time. 

Church leaders are ready to sit 

under trees practicing theology in 

their own context.  It is in these 

meetings that they will reflect on 

who God is, what is God’s will for 

their lives and village. 

Consequently they will be 

empowered to empower their 

own members to work for the 

transformation of the whole 

village. 

Theology/gospel story will have an 

opportunity to engage and critique 

stories from the village by the 

villagers themselves and vise versa. 

Tshililo will be travelling to the 

village on the 7th of February to 

enroll students who will start 

immediately with the MMD 

course on HIV/AIDS. 

We covet our readers prayers in 

this venture. 

* Dr. Chauke will also be 

travelling to Durban on February 

28th to register church leaders 

who are ready to become 

MMDSA students. 

The church leaders' cry is to make  a 

difference in their communities 

through the power of the gospel of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Impact of MMD is felt in Solter’s Church 

Mid December 2008 Solter Melazi, 

MMDSA student from the class of 

2006, organized a special meeting 

with her husband, pastor and 

congregation and invited her MMD 

mentor, Elesinah, to come and be 

part of the service.  Mentoring 

students is a high priority for 

MMDSA, thus failing to meet the 

request of our student was not an 

option.  

At her church, Solter, her husband 

and oldest son (16 years old) led a 

heart warming worship.  Before 

her congregation Solter proclaimed 

that MMD transformed her life and 

put her “on fire for ministry”.  She 

says that: now she is to her family, 

church and community, what she 

could have not been without MMD.  

Solter’s husband says: “Thank you 

MMD for touching my family 

through my wife”. The pastor 

thanks MMD for reaching his 

congregation through Solter.  
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At the end of the service Solter 

introduced 25 young people (15-

22 years old) who she is 

discipling, and seven adults that 

she led to Christ and had just 

been baptised that morning.  Five 

of these are considering enrolling 

in the MMD course “Living a 

Practical Christian Life”.  

Pray for Solter Melazi, her family 

and ministry in her church and 

community.   

An Appointment of an 

administrative officer of 

MMDSA. 

At last, MMDSA appointed an 

administrative officer to handle 

the administrative duties in the 

office. His name is Xoliseka 

Matara. He started working on 

the 2nd of February 2009. He 

was warmly received by SATS 

principal Dr. Reuben Van 

Rensberg. 

This will be a great relief to the 

National Coordinator who 

serves for the past five years as 

the famous “Jack of All Trades”.  

This appointment will give the 

National Coordinator 

meaningful time to focus on 

strategic direction of the 

ministry. 

It will also help us to do our 

administrative work efficiently 

as we will be registering quite a 

number of students. 

MMDSA has embarked on a 

campaign to raise funds from 

within the country.  We are 

talking to NDA (National 

Development Agency) to find 

ways MMDSA can access funds 

meant for the non profit 

organizations making a difference 

in the communities by changing 

people’s lives. 

We are also identifying people 

we have impacted through our 

lives and ministries, and we are 

sharing MMDSA story with them 

and solicit their financial support. 

We understand that these are 

difficult times economically to 

most people, but we are living 

with hope on a great God who 

keeps covenant and steadfast 

love with his children. His ears 

are attentive, and his eyes are 

open to hear our prayers.  This 

is our only hope during these 

times. 

We find courage and strength 

from biblical characters such as 

Nehemiah and Esther who in the 

midst of fear and uncertainty 

trusted Yahweh and He worked. 

MMDSA’s Fundraising Drive 

Why serving MMDSA with passion? Rev. Lekalakala 

I am serving MMDSA as a minute 

secretary for the past three 

years.  Why passion in the MMD 

work? 

I went to the best theological 

school in the country, with 

international recognized 

standards. Unfortunately what I 

learned failed to prepare me 

adequately to be relevant to my 

community. There were times 

that I thought the community is 

against me, whereas I was the 

one feeding them with the 

western theology which did not 

make any sense to the local 

people.  More than a Mile Deep 

South Africa (MMDSA) comes 

with an approach that empowers 

me as a leader to read and 

understand my community. 

Consequently I will be able to 

address many unanswered 

questions.  From the MMD 

approach, I learned that 

meaningful teaching comes when 

you leave the arm chair and go 

and sit under tree with local 

people and to the fields to listen 

to the people. This is how our 

cultures can be redeemed and 

people’s dignity be restored.   

Rev. Jack Lekalakala is a local 

pastor in the Reformed Church 

Makolokwe, Brits. 

Solter Melazi’s Story 
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“Jesus Film is about 

the white man who 

ill treated me in 

Marabastad when I 

was taking my 

Identity Document", 

said a farm worker 

after refusing to 

watch the film. 



"It is indeed a joy and pleasure to be 

part of the MMDSA family and to see 

what God is doing among us. I truly 

thank God for the dedicated, devoted, 

and loyal team.  

I am totally convinced that the good 

Lord will take our vision and mission 

to a greater level. Thy kingdom be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Let us 

not loose hope. Let us fix our eyes on 

the author and finisher of our faith." 

Rev. Thomas Magodi is the Deputy 

Chairperson of MMDSA.  He is serving as 

a Baptist minister and also as a Chaplain 

in South African Defence Force. 

Who is Jesus? This is the 

question that continues to 

confront people in different 

contexts. Jesus is explained in 

many ways by different people. It 

is appropriate for Matthew to 

start his gospel by giving an 

answer to this question. Jesus is 

the Messiah who has come to 

fulfill the hopes of those who 

were waiting for him. 

It is in Jesus’ genealogy that we 

come to understand that 

covenantal promise includes all 

humanity. Jesus is for all of us. 

Some definitions in history 

reduce Jesus to a specific group 

of people. However what we 

find in Jesus’ genealogy is the 

often unmentioned truth that 

the perfect one of God’s 

ancestry includes the 

marginalized and despised 

gentiles. No one group of 

people can claim the ownership 

of Jesus. Jesus, as explained by 

Matthew, has a freedom to 

incarnate in all cultural settings 

in order to proclaim the Good 

News that lead to covenantal 

relationship with all people. 

Jesus is not a captive of any 

human culture.  Jesus is an 

inclusive Christ.  

This means that as Africans we 

have every right to reflect on 

who Jesus is without mental 

dependency on other cultures. 

Meditation: Matthew 1:1-17 

It is Over!!! 

“It is over, and we can focus on 

other things”. These are the 

breathtaking words uttered after 

the MMDSA staff members 

Tshililo and Elesinah submitted 

their portfolio to SATS (South 

African Theological Seminary) of 

the Assessment Course. 

This is the course we have been 

doing in 2008. It helps us to 

understand the assessment 

process of students portfolios as 

required by SAQA. It will 

become easier for us to assess 

portfolios of MMDSA students. 

We thank God for his 

faithfulness and love during the 

process. We would not have 

finished this course if it was not 

the team spirit that prevailed. 

We have submitted our portfolio 

on the 31st January 2009 to our 

assessor.  We are now waiting 

for the results. 

Deputy Chairperson’s Words of Encouragement 
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Perseverance is not 

a long race; it is 

many short races 

one after another. 

The Executive Board Meeting 

MMDSA had its first Executive Board meeting 

on the 15th January 2009.  

The plan and budget for 2009 were approved. 

The Board approved strategy for fundraising. 


